
Hayfield Elementary PTA Meeting Minutes—Oct 6, 2014 

 

Attendance (Board Members): 

Amanda Belt  Jenn Benecke Heather Bennett Tobin Bergen-Hill 

Lisa Brinkley Ruth Drickey Colleen Duffey Barbara Elliff 

Trina Estrada-Good Catherine Friend  Melanie Forshey Heather Gaillard 

Sandy Graf  Bethany Kashawlic Jessica Lewis Kelly Lowe 

Patti Mosko Maureen Osler Jennifer Parris  Leigh Ann Platt 

Andrew Smith     

 

Attendance (Guests) 

Dawn White, Lyndsey Olson 

Meeting called to order at 7:04pm.  

Minutes from the August meeting were presented for approval—approved by Catherine Friend 

and seconded by Jennifer Benecke  

President (Sandy Graf):  Provided update on after school sports and activities.  Structural 

Engineering was well received and parents said children loved the class.  There were 5 

scholarships offered for sports and 2 were accepted.  Enrichment matters have provided the class 

schedule for winter and spring. 

Treasurer (Leigh Ann Platt):  an updated budget was provided to all board members 

Vice President (Jenn Benecke):  There are 212 family memberships and 16 individual 

memberships.  The orange membership bands and extra Hayfield Happening tickets 

(membership perks) will be provided in Thursday folders. The next perk will likely be the ability 

to shop one hour early at the Holiday Market.   Ran out of membership cards since they were 

based on last year’s membership numbers but we will be get more in.  Teachers are at 100% 

membership and will also receive the orange membership bands.   Nov 11th is the Open 

House/Veteran’s Day lunch; some classes will be eating in the cafeteria while others will be 

eating in their classroom (this is necessary to accommodate all of our guests).  Volunteers will be 

very helpful to make this successful.  More information will be forthcoming. 

Corresponding Secretary (Maureen Osler): Updated the bulletin board outside the front office. 

Families had until Sept 30th to opt-out (per Fairfax County rules) of the school directory. The 

opt-out date has passed.   Maureen will work with the main office to collect the data needed for 

the directories.  The directories will be provided to members at no-charge and will be available to 

non-members for $3 each.  A price comparison will be conducted to determine printing costs to 



order 250 versus 300 directories. After collecting the estimates, it can be determined how many 

extras should be printed.  

Principal (Jessica Lewis):  Ms. Lewis thanked everyone for all the grounds improvement, “it 

looks awesome”.  Oct 31st will be a 2-hour early release and Nov 2-3 will be teacher work days.  

All parent-teacher conferences should be completed by Nov 4. 

Dawn White:  Spoke about Environmental Stewardship (part of the School Improvement Plan).  

She said that although the learning garden looks empty now, things will start growing eventually.  

Students will learn what environmental stewardship encompasses by recycling and education 

other about recycling.  There is a juice box brigade that will collect tetra-paks for re-use and 

there is now Be Thrifty/Be Green recycle bin alongside the school where items can be collected.  

Ten cents for will be donated back to the school (for technology use) for every pound collected.  

Thursdays, people can go to the Be Thrifty store and get a grocery bag of clothing for $1 for 

children 6 and under.  

Social Chair (Trine Estrada-Good): Numbers are low for Hayfield Happening volunteers 

(compared to numbers from last year).   Trina has sent out emails and asked 8th graders for help 

(particularly low on help from 4th grade families). Volunteer forms are on the PTA website.    

Ledos will be providing pizza ($5.15 per pizza) and will replenish as necessary.  They have been 

numerous donations received for the 6 raffle packages.  Trina asked about purchasing a popcorn 

machine for use at Hayfield Happening and future PTA events (such as the luau).  The machine 

sells for $203 and we can sell bags of popcorn for $1, hopefully recouping cost of machine.  

Decision was made to purchase popcorn machine and it will be funded from the Other Activities 

Budget.  Other autumn items will be rented from Nall’s.  

Robotics (Tobin-Bergen-Hill):  Lots of interest in robotics, there will be extra classes added.  

Also, there will be on-line registration and new kits. 

Spirit Wear (Bethany Kashawlic):  Fall Field Day for grades 3 – 6 has been moved to the 

spring.  Field day shirts and shorts that have already been ordered are still going home in 

Thursday folder.  There will be another form sent home in the spring for any new field day 

orders.  

 
Cafeteria (Heather Bennett):   Received all volunteer forms and produced calendar for the whole 

year.  Request for more volunteers will go out in the Hawk Talk (in particular for the younger 

grades at 10:45-12:15).  

Kelly Lowe (Webmaster):  Latest Hawk Talk posted.  Will post minutes when received.  Will 

update with the latest events and activities.  

Mad Science (Heather Gaillard):  Starts tomorrow.  There was a lot of interest in the K-3 class 

and apparently there was a wait list (but we couldn’t view the waitlist to determine that we 



needed an additional class).  If large numbers for winter session, we will request a second class 

(there is not much interest past 3rd grade though.  Enrichment Matter will handle the registration 

for the winter class so that should alleviate some of the problems.  

Staff Appreciation (Melanie Forshey and Colleen Duffey):  The theme this year will be the 

Wonderful World of Hayfield.  Due to the elimination of half-day Mondays the luncheon will be 

have to be set up in the teacher lounge (or after school but that was determined to not be a good 

idea).  Since the teachers’ lunch times are from 10:45-1:30, the food will have to be something 

that can be kept fresh for that duration (it was suggested that it be soup and sandwiches).  

Favorite things book is kept in the office and Lisa Warden can help  volunteers.  

Cultural Arts: Mrs. White requested that we set up a new program called Under the Sea.  The 

cost is $350, and the performance will take place on December 18 and covers ten standards for 

third, fourth and fifth graders.  

Products and Programs (Patti Mosko):  We received $16.50 from Escripts (they keep 15%) and 

$1.40 from Dishes of India.  You can sign up for restaurants to give 5% back (look on PTA 

website).  Boxtop submissions on Nov 1 will include $322 from Hanes points.  Giant program 

started. 

Hospitality (Catherine Friend):  Nov 4, Breakfast for teacher work day; sign up genius will go 

out next week.  There needs to be more food and more casseroles.  There was a question about 

holiday market opening early for PTA members and if that would mean the library open early for 

coffee and cookies.  There will also be a holiday lunch on Dec 15. 

SCA (Ruth Drickey):   Tomorrow will be walk to school day (if not raining).  Will meet at 

Hayfield park at 7:30.  Friday will be Orange and White Spirit Day and students will be able to 

march on the field at half-time during the homecoming game. Ticket pre-orders will be available 

all week.  Last week in October will be anti-bullying week.  Nov 11 will be Red, White and Blue 

day to honor Veteran’s Day.  

From the president:  Legislative has nothing to report.   

Book Fair Nov 10-14 volunteers needed.  Nov 13 will be Family book fair night. 

Reflections—nothing to report; deadline Oct 28 

Secondary School Liaison:  nothing to report 

Restaurant nights:  $400 was raised from Chick fil A; next one is Oct 21 at Olympians  

Meeting was adjourned at 8:24pm 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  


